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Now he is dead, wherefore ſhould I fat! Can I bring him 
| back again? T ſhall go to him, but 1 ſhall not return to me. 
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NUMBERS XxIII. 10. 


Let me die the death of the Righteous, arid let 
= anylaſt end be like bis! 


Lr my lat end be like his! How many 

.of you Join in this wiſh? Perhaps 
there are few of you who do not, even in this 
numerous cohgregation. And O that this wiſh 
may reſt upon your minds! that it may not 
die away till your ſouls alſo are lodged where 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where the 
weary are at ret! 

2. An elaborate expoſition of the text, will 
not be expected on this occaſion. It would 
detain you too long from the ſadly-pleaſing 
thought of your beloved Brother, Friend, and 

Paſtor; yea, and Father too: for how many 
are here whom he hath begotten in the Lord * 
Will it not then be more ſuitable to your in- 
clinations, as well as to this ſolemnity, directix 
to ſpeak of this Man of Gop, whom you have 
ſo often heard ſpeaking in this place? The end 
of whoſe converſation ye know, Jeſus Chrift, the 

| | Jun Trays to-day, and for ever.. 
. | A 2 25 | And 
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Firſ, Obſerve a few particulith of his life 
and death. | 


ene Take ame view af his character. 
And, | | 


7 8 Wau how we may improve this | 
awful Providence, his ſudden removal 
from us. 5 


« © 


"Ir 1. We may, in i the firſt place, obſerve a 
few particulars of his life and death. He was 
born at Glouceſter, in December, 1714, and put 
to a Grammar - School there, when about 
twelye years old. When he was ſeventeen he 
began to be ſeriouſly religious, and ſerved Gop 
to che. beſt of his knowledge. About eighteen | 
be tremoyed to the Univerſity, and was admitted 
ak t Pembroke-College in Oxford. And about a 


| 

year after, - he. became acquainted with the 1 
Methodiſts ( ſo called). whom from thar time he „ 
loved as his own ſoul. 1 
2. By them he was convinced, That we FL 0 


Ze born again, or outward Religion will profit 
uz nothing. He Joined with them in faſting 
on Wedneſdays and Fridays, in viſiting the ſick 


and the priſoners, and in gathering up the very h 
1 fragments of time, that no moment might be t. 
| loſt; and he changed the courſe of his ſtudies, | o 


reading . 


Rev. M. GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 5 
reading chiefly ſuch books as entered into the 


heart of Religion, and led directly to an expe- 
rimental knowledge of Jzsus e and 9 8 


crucified. 


3. He was ſoon tried as wich fire. Nov only 
his reputation was loſt; and ſome of his deareſt 
friends forſook him; but he was exerciſed with 
inward trials, and thoſe of the ſevereſt kind. 
Many nights he lay fleepleſs upon his bed; 
many days proſtrate on the ground. But after 
he had groaned ſeveral months under the ſpirit 


of bondage, Gop was pleaſed to remove the 


heavy load, by giving him he Spirit of adop- 
tion, enabling him, through a living faith, to 


hy hold on the Son of his een 


4. However, it was thought needful, for che 


recovery. of his health, which was much im- 


paired, that he ſhould go into the country, 
He accordingly went to Gloucęſter, where Gop 
enabled him to awaken ſeveral young perſons. 


| Theſe ſoon formed themſelves into a little 
| ſociety, and were ſome of the firſt fruits of his 
labour. Shortly. after he began to read twice 


or thrice a week to ſome poor people in the 
town, and every day to read to and pray with 


the priſoners. in the county goal. 


5: Being now about twenty-one years of age, 
he was ſolicited to enter into holy Orders. Of 
this he was greatly afraid, being deeply ſenſible 
of his own — * the Biſhop _—_ 

"- 


6 A SERMON on. the 
ſelf ſending for him, and telling him, Tho? 
I had purpoſed to ordain none under three 
« and twenty, yet I will ordain you whenever 
e you come; and ſeveral other providential 
circumſtances concurring, he ſubmitted, and 
was ordained on Trinity-Sunday, 1736. The 


next Sunday he preached to a crouded auditory, . 


in the church wherein he was baptized. The 
week following he returned to Oxford, and 
took his Batchelor's degree. And he was now 
fully employed, the care of the priſoners and 
the poor lying chiefly on him. | 


6. But ir was not long before he was invited 


to London, to ſerve the cure of a friend going 
into the country. He continued there two 
months, lodging in the Tower, reading prayers 
in the chapel twice a week, catechizing and 
preaching once, beſide daily viſiting the ſol- 


diers in the barracks and*the-infirmary. He 
alſo read prayers every evening at Wapping- 
chapel, and preached at Ludgate- priſon every 
Tueſday. While he was here, letters came 
from his'friends in Georgia, which made hitn : 


long to go and help them. But not ſeeing his 


call clear, at the appointed time he returned 
to his little charge at Oxford; where ſeveral. 


youths met daily at his room, to build up each 
Aer in their moſt boy Jaith. 


% — -» 


7. But 


1 nfo. l 1 a aa 


Rev. Mr GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 7 


7. But he was quickly called from hence again, 


to ſupply the cure of Dummer in Hampſbire. 
Here he read prayers twice a day, early in the 
morning, and in the evening, after the people 


came from work. He alſo daily catechized 


the children, and viſited from houſe to houſe. 


He now divided the day into three parts, 


allotting eight hours for ſleep and meals, 
eight for ſtudy and retirement, and eight for 
reading prayers, catechizing, and viſiting the 
people.— Is there a more excellent way for a 


ſervant of Chriſt and his church? If not, Who 
will go and do likewiſe ? 


8. Yet his mind ill ran on g going abroad. 
And being now fully convinced he was "called 


of Gop thereto, he ſet all things in order, and 


| in January 1737, went down to take leave of 
his friends in Glouceſter. It was in this journey 

that Gop began to bleſs his miniſtry in an un- 
common manner. Wherever he preached; . 
amazing müde of hearers flocked toge- 
cher, in Glouceſter, in Stonehouſe, in Bath, in 
Briſtol; ſo that the heat of the churches was 
fcarce ſupportable. And the impreſſions made 
on the minds of many, were no leſs extraor- 

dinary. After his return to London, while he 
was detained by general Oglethorpe, from week 
to week, and from month to month, it pleaſed 
Ons to bleſs his word Kill more. And he was 

| | inde- - 
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8 _ 4 SERMON en he 
indefatigable in his labour: generally on Sun- 
day he preached four times, to exceeding large 
auditories; beſide reading prayers twice or 
thrice, and waking to and tro; ten or evolve | 
iin, 7 1 ne 
099. On R 28 be left 8 Ws 
on the 29th that he firſt preached without 
es. Decemler zo he went on board; but it 


was above az; month Before: they cleared the 


land. One happy effect of their very flow 
paſſage, he mentions in April following: 
«. Blefied be Gop, we now live very comfort- 
« ably in the great cabbin. We talk of tle 
< elſe but Gop and CHRIST: And ſcarce a 
4 word is heard among us when together, hut 
6, what has reference to our falt in the firſt, 
and our ne birth in: the ſecond Adam” It 
ſeems likewiſe to have bern a peculiar Provis 
dence, that he: ſhould: ſpend a little time at 
_ Gibraltar; where both citizens and ſoldiers, 
bigh and low, young and-eld, ee 
the day of cheir viſitation. | 

10. From Sunday, May 7, 17385 till n 
3 end of Auguft: following, he made full 
Proof of his miniſiry in Georgia, particularly at 
Savannab; He read prayers and expounded 
twice a day, and viſited the ſick daily. On 
Funday he expounded at five in the morning; 
at ten read prayets and preached, and 


— »+4 
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in the Aktrrübon: And at ſeven i in the evening 
expounded the church-catechiſm. How math 


_ _ eafjer'is it for our brethfen in the miniſtry, 

either in England, Scotland, or Ireland, to find 
fault with Tuch a laboprer | in our Lord's vine- 
yard, than to tread in his ſteps? 


11. It was now that he obſerved the Aeplop- 
able condition of many children here; and that 


Gob put into his heart the firſt thought of 
founding an Orphan Houſe: for which he de- 
termined to raiſe contributions in England, if 
Gop ſhould give him a fafe return thither. In 
December following he did return to London: 


and on Sunday, January the 14th, 17 39, he was 
ordained Prieſt : at Chriſt Church, 75 C08 


e 


| FOLD the 21ſt 14 twice. . But though 
tte churches. were large, and crouded exceed - 


iogly, yet many hundreds ſtood in the church- 
yard, and hundreds more returned home. 


This put him upon the firſt thought of preach- 
ing! in the open air. But when he mentioned 
it to ſome of his friends, they judged it to be 
mere madneſs. So he did not carry it into 
exerution, till after he had left London. It was 


on Wedneſday, February 21, that finding all 


the church-doors to be ſhut in Briſtol, (desde 


that no church was able to contain one half 
of the Congreganen) at three ig the afternoon | 


— 


* 


| ks went to de ind ieee . too 


near two thouſand people. On Friday he 
preached there, to four or five thouſand;; and 


on Sunday to (it was ſuppoſed) ten thouſand, 
The number continually increaſed all the time 


he ſtayed at Briſtol. And a flame of holy love 
was kindled, which will not eaſily be put out. 
The ſame was afterwards kindled in various 
parts of Wales, of Glenceſterfoire, and Worceſter- 
ſhire. Indeed wherever he went, Gop abun- 
dantly. confirmed the word of his meſſenger. 
12. On Sunday, April 29, he preached the 
firſt time in Moorfields, and on Kennington- 
common. | And the thouſands of hearers were 


as quiet as they could. haye been in a church. 8 


Being again detained | in England from month 1 


to month, he made little excurſions i into ſeve; 


ral counties, and received the contributions ß 


willing multitudes, for an Orphan-houſe, in 
Georgia. I. he embargo which, was now laid on 
the ſhipping, gave him leiſure for more. jour- 
nies, through various parts of England, for 
which many will have reaſon to bleſs Gov. to 
all eternity. At length, on, Auguſt 14 he em- 
barked. But he did not land in Penſylvania 
till Ogober 30. Afterwards he went through 
Penſyluania, the Jerſeys, New ort, Maryland. 
Virginia, N orth and South, Carolina, .preachin "oy 


all ks a a a 
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as great effect as in England z on under 10, 
174, he arrived at Savannab. 
13. January 29 he added theo n or- 

bigs to near twenty which he had in his houſe 
before. The next day he laid out the ground 
for the houſe, about ten miles from Savannah. 
February ii he took in four orphans'more, and 
ſet out for Fredericu, in order to fetch the or- 
phans that were in the ſouthern parts of the 
colony. Irfhis return he fixt a ſchool, both 
for children and grown perſons, at Darien, 
and took four orphans thence. | March 25 he 
laid the firſt ſtone of the orphan-houſe, to 
which, witli great propriety, he gave the name 
of Betheſda ;, a work for which the children 
yet unborn ſhall praiſe the Loxp. He had 
now about forty orphans, ſo that there were 
near an hundred mouths to be fed daily. But 
he was careful for nothing, caſting his care on 
5 HIM who e the Young ravens that call upon 
- ig 14. io April he. 9 another tour chew 
_Penſylvania, the Jerſeys, and New-york. Incre- 


"4 dible multitudes flocked to hear, among whom | 


were-abundance of Negroes. In all places the 
greater part of the hearers were affected to an 
amazing degree. Many were deeply convinced 
of their loſt ſtate; many truly converted to 


x Gov. In ſome places chouſands cried out 


5 B 2 aloud; 


* 
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ads 3 many as in che agonies of death moſt 


were drowned in tears; ſome turned pale as 


death; others were wringing their hands; 


others lying on the ground; others ſinking into 
the arms of their friends; almoſt all eee, | 


FR eyes, and calling for arc of of no! 
16. He returned to Savannab June 53. The 


next evening, during the public ſervice; 'the 


whole congregation, 'youn g and old, were dif- 
ſolved in tears; after ſervice, ſeveral of 


the little children, returned home crying” along 


the ſtreet, and ſome could not help praying 
aloud. The groans and cries of the children 
continued all might, and 8 55 22 of the next 


day. „ 111056 
16. In Auguſt be ſer: out again, aich ehre 5 


various provinces came'to Boſton.” 
was here, and in the neighbouring places, he 
was extremely weak in body. 


Mrought on them ſo aſtoniſhing, as the oldeſt 


men then alive in che town * never ſeen be- 1 


fore. The ſame power attended his preaching 


at Neto york; particular on Sunday, November 


2, almoſt as ſoon as he began, crying; weep- 
ing, and wailing, were to be heard on every 
_ fide. Many ſunk. Gown to the ground, cut to 


"whe heart: and Tn wero filled with divine 
ö conſolation. 5 


77 * 


of the 
pariſhioners, and all his family, particularly Ie: 


While he 


Yet the multi- 
tudes of hearers were ſo great, and the effects 


— 
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cConſolation. Toward the cloſe of his 1 journey 
be made this reflection: It is the ſevenity- 


« fifth day ſince I arrived at Rhode- Maud, ex- 


ceeding weak in body. Let Gon has enab- 
ed me to preach an hundred and ſeventy- 


-«« five times in public, beſide exhorting fre- 
-« quently in private. Never did Gop vouch- 


ſafe me greater comforts : Never did I per- 
form my journies with leſs fatigue, or ſee 
„ ſuch'a' continuance of the divine preſence 
| < in the congregations to whom I preached:“ 
Ilsa December he returned to Savannah, and in 

the March following: arrived in England. 


17. Tou may eaſily obſerve, that the pre- 


28 ceding account is chiefly extracted from his 
own Journals, which, for their artleſs and un- 
affected ſimplicity, may vie with any writings 
of the kind. And how exact a ſpecimen is this 
of his labours both in Europe and America, for 
the honour of his beloved Maſter, during the 
: thirty years that followed! As well as of the 


uninterrupted ſhower of bleſſings wherewith 


"Gop was pleaſed to ſucceed his labours! Is it 
not much to be lamented, that any thing 

ſhould have prevented his continuing this ac- 
count, till at leaſt near the time when he was 
called by his Loxp to enjoy the fruit of his la- 
bour f he has left any papers of this kind, 
* Wc his friends count me , of ws honour, 


Dat 


it 


8. mouth, and 


„ importuned 
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Anwenidibe my glory and joy tacohatindize, 
eee, Wor Peru wes 100 the. gay 


48: A deen ble er 


2 life, is thus given by a gentleman of Boſton - 
After being about a month with us in Boſton 
e and its vicinity, and Preaching every day, 
4 he went to Old ort, preached on Thunſday, 
September 29, there; proceeded to Portſ- 
ched there on Friday..; On 
ning he ſet out for, Beſton; but 


| 186 unbobe; he dame to Newbury, where he had 


engaged to preach the next morning, he was 
| preach. by. the, way. The 


10 ys houfe not being large enough to contain the 


people, he preached in an open field. . But 


.«. having been infirm for ſeveral weeks, this ſo 
.«. exhauſted his ſtrength, that when. he came 
to Newbury, he could not get out of the 
40 ferry boat without the help of two men. 1 n 


the evening, however, he recovered his 


ſpirits, and appeared with his uſual, chearful- 
nth. He went to his chamber at nine, his 
e fit time; which no company cauld divert 


<< him from; and ſlept better than he had done 


. for ſome weeks-before;; He roſe at four in 
4 the morning, September 30, and went into 
his. cloſet; and his companibn obſerved he 
was * long in * He left his 


by : ad... « cloſet, 


— 


2 


#. 
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cloſet, returned to his companion, threw 7 
< himſelf. on the bed, and lay about ten mi- 


e nutes. Then he fell upon his knees, 'ant 


<, prayed moſt fervently to Gop, That if it } 
Was conſiſtent with his will, he might that 
<« day finiſh his Maſter's; work.” He then de- 


_ < fired his man to calkMr.Pazsoxs, the cler- 


** gy man; at whoſe, houſe he was: But in a mi- 
* Nute,, before Mr Parsoxs could reach him; 

died without a ſigh or groan. On the news 
of his death, ſix gentlemen ſer out for-News 
Lum, in order to bring his remains hither; 
but he could not be moved, ſo that his pre- 
« cious aſhes muſt. remain at Netiury. Hun- 
« dreds; would have gone from this town:to· 
« attend his funeral, had they not expected he- 
+ would. have been interred; here. May this 
« ſtroke be ſanctified to the church of Cod in 


general, and to this province in particular l- 


II. I. We are, in the, ſecond place, to tale 
ſome view of his character. A little ſæetch of 
this, , was; ſoon after publiſhed in the Boſton 

Little. can be ſaid of him, but hat every 


der his miniſtry, will atteſt. In his public 


L. Hbours- he has for many years aſtoniſnecc 
1. 14 2 . : : ; - — 


« tion. 
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tion. With what divine pathos did he per- 


e ſuade the impenitent ſinner to embrace the 


ractice of piery and virtue! Filled with the 


4 1 of grace, he ſpoke from the heart, and 


<. with a fervency of zeal, perhaps unequalled 


4 ſince the days of the apoſtles, adorned the 
* truths: he delivered with the moſt graceful 
„ charms'of rhetoric and oratory. From the 
. ee he was unrivalled in the command of 


* an ever-crowded/auditory. Nor was he leſs 
** engreradle and inſtructive in his private con- 
t verſation: Happy in a remarkable eaſe of 


_ © addreſs, willing to communicate, ſtudious to 


«/edify.” May the riſing generation catch a 


* ſpark of that flame which ſhone with ſuch | 

4 diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the ſpirit and practice 
. of this faithful an We ws: er high 
« Gon! . 


2. A more peine and Gh juſt 


character of him, has appeared in one of the 
| Engliſh papers. It may not be diſagreeable to 
you, to add the ſubſtance of this likewiſe: 
The character of this truly pious perſon, 


e muſt be deeply impreſt on the heart of 
c every friend to vital religion. In ſpite of a 
s tender and delicate conſtitution,” he con- 
«, tinued, to the laſt day of his life, preaching 


* vith a frequency and a fervor that feemed 
« „ of the moſt 


4 | a. 


1 5 
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r- s xobuſt. Being called to the exerciſe of his 


he „ function at an age, when moſt young men 
he s are only beginning to qualify, themſelves for 
nd | - © it, he had not time to make a very conſiders. 


led | © able progreſs in the learned languages. But 


the this defect was amply ſupplied, by a lively 
ful | and fertile genius, by fervent zeal, and by 
the | <a forcible and moſt perſuaſive delivery. And 

| of e though in the pulpit he often found it need- 
leſs | „ ful, by the terrors of the Lord to perſuade men, 
con- d he had nothing gloomy in his nature, being 

* of | “ ſingularly chearful, as well as charitable 
s to and tender-hearted. He was as ready to re- 
cha | lieve the bodily as the ſpiritual neceſſities of 


fach' | 3 thoſe that applied to him. It ought alſo to 


ice | b be obſerved, that he conſtantly enforced . 
high s upon his audience every moral duty, parti» 
WY & cularly induſtry. in; their ſeveral callings, | 
"ft |< and obedience to their ſuperiors, / He e- *'Þ 
pf the -J deavoured, by the moſt: extraordinary ef⸗ 

ble to © forts, of preaching in different places, and 

wiſe: even in the open fields, to rouſe the lower 

erſon, <« claſs of people, from the laſt degree of in- 

art of |  - © attention and ignorance, to a ſenſe: of  reli- 

eofal gion. For this, and his other.labours; the 

con- name of Gzorce WISE o, will dag be 
aching remembred with eſteem and veneratibn. © 
ſeemed || - 3. That both theſe accounts are Juſt and i ms 


e moſt | E will readily be allowed; that is, as far 
robuſt. 8 8 . 
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as they go. But they go little er 


oußfude of his character. They ſhew you the 
Preacher, but not- the Man, the Chriſtian; the 


Saint of Gop. May I be permitted to add a 
little on this head, from a perſonal knowledge 


of near forty years? Indeed, I am thoroughly 
ſenſible how difficult it is to ſpeak on ſo deli- 
eate a ſubject; what prudence is required to 


avoid both extremes, to ſay neither 7⁰⁰ little, 
nor too much? Nay, I 2 it is impoſſible | 


to ſpeak at all, to ſay either leſs or more, with- 
out incurring from ſome the former, from 
others the latter cenſure. 


Some will ſeriouſſy 
think, that too little is ſaid; and others, that 


ĩt is too much. But without attending to this, 


I Will ſpeak juſt what I know, before Him o 
- - whom we ate all to give an account. 


J. Mention has already been made of his un- 


-paralibled Zeal, his indefatigable A#tivity, his 
Tender-beattedneſs to the afflicted, and Charita- 


bleneſs toward the poor. But ſhould. we not 


Rnkewiſe mention his deep Gratitude, to all 
whom God had uſed as inſtruments of good to FEY 
him? Of whom he did not ceaſe to ſpeak in 
the moſt reſpectful manner, even to his dying 


day. Should we not mention, that he had an 
heart ſuſceptible of the moſt generous and the 


, moſt tender Friendſbip? I have frequently 
| thooghn, that this, of all others, was the diſ- 


Ltinguiſhing 


large and flowing affections ? Was it not prin- 
cipally. by this, that the hearts of others. were 
fo. ſtrangely drawn and knit to him? Can any 7 
thing but love beget love? This ſhone, in his 
.very countenance, and continually, breathed in 


as lightning, flew from heart to heart? Which 


his Letters? Ye are witneſſes. 


| bered, at the ſame time, that he was. endued 


His office called him to converſe. very fre- 

_ quently and largely, with women as well as 
men; and thoſe: of every age and condition. 
But his whole behaviour toward then, was a 
practical comment on that advice of St Paul 
to Timothy, Intreat the elder women as mathers, 
the younger as ſiſters, with all purity. | 


neſs of his ſpirit, was the frankneſs and openneſs 

of his converſation? Although it was as far 
removed from rudeneſs on the one hand, as 
from and diſguiſe on the other. Was not . 
> Ta; IR „ 
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tinguiſhing part of his character. js few 
have we known of ſo kind a temper, . of ſuch 


all his words, whether in public or private. 
Was it not this, which, quick and penetrating 


gave that life to his Sermons, his Conrenlations, 


5. But away with the vile miſconſtruction of 


men of corrupt minds, who know of no loye _ | 


but what is earthly and ſenſual. Be it remem- 


with the moſt nice and unblemiſhed modeſty. 


6. Mean time, how ſuirable to the friendli- 4 
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20 A 8 ERM O N on the 
this frankneſs at once a fruit and a proof of 


his courage and intrepidity? Armed with theſe, 


he feared not the faces of men, but uſed great 


25 plainneſs of ſpeech to perſons of every rank and 
condition, high and low, rich and poor: en- 


deavouring only ) manifeſtalion of the truth, to 
commend. himſelf”! to oy man's 's confeience- in the 
fight of God. 

57. Neither was ee Amid of labour or pain, 


any more than of tobat man could 1 unto Za bim, 
being equallß „ 1 } + 3 f Gar +9 | ; 


6% Patient | in bearing in og doing well,” „ 


And this appeared in the Reddineſs wherewith 
be purſued whatever he undertook for his 
Maſter's fake. Wirnefs one inftance for all, the 
"Orphan-houle | in Georgia, which he began and 
perfected, in ſpite of all diſcouragements. In- 
deed, in whatever concerned himſelf, he was 


pliant and flexible. | In this caſe he was cal 4% 


be intreated, ealy to be either convinced or per- 
ſuaded. Put be was immoveable in the things 
of Gop, or Wherever his conſcience was. con- 
cerned, None could perſuade, any more. than 
affright bim, to vary in the leaſt point from 
chat Integrity, which 1 was inſeparable from his 
whole character, and . all bis words 
and actions. i erein he did 


$6 Stand | 
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* Stand as an iron e ſtrong, 
a2 * And ſtedfaſt as a wall of braſs.” 


Wi 11 it hs inquired, What was the Founda- 


tion of this integrity, or'of his ſincerity, cou- 
rage, patience, and every other valuable and ami- 
able quality, it 1s eaſy to give the anſwer. It 


was not the excellence of his natural temper: 


Not the ſtrength of his underſtanding: It was 
not the force of education; no, nor the advice 
of his friends. It was no 9 than faith in a 


bleeding Loxp ; Faith of the operation of Cad. 


It was @ lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, 


undefiled, and that fadeth not away: It was the 


love of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt, which was given unto him, filling his foul 
with tender, diſintereſted love to every child of 


man. From this ſource aroſe that torrent of 
Eloquence which frequently bore down. all be- 


fore it: From this, that aſtoniſhing! force bf 


Perſuaſion, which the. moſt hardened ſinners 
could not reſiſt; This it was, which often 


made his head as waters, and his eyes a fountain 


Of tears. This it was which enabled him to 


oour out his ſoul in Prayer, in a manner. pecu- 
iar to himſelf, with ſuch. fulneſs and caſe 


pnited together, with ſuch ſtrength and variety 
pPoth | of ſentiment and TORS. 


*% 


; ; , + Fo Is: 
6 — 2 


| wy £1 4 SERMON. on val 


"th 1 may cloſe this head with obſerving, 
What an honour. it pleaſed Gon to put upon 
his faithful ſervant, by allowing him to declare 
i} his everlaſting . goſpel in ſo many various 
countries, to ſuch numbers of people, and 
1 | with ſo great an effect, on ſo many of their 
1 precious ſouls! Have we read or heard of any 
ö perſon ſince the apoſtles, who teſtified the goſ- 
pel of the grace of 'Gov, through ſo widely 
= extended a ſpace, through fo large a part of 
ol! | the habitable world? Have we read or heard 
of any perſon, who called fo many thouſands, 
ſo many myriads of finners to repentance ? 
Above all, have we read or heard of any, who 
has been a bleſſed inftrument in his hand of 
bringing fo many ſinners from darkneſs to bi ight, 
and from the power of Satan "unto Go? It is 
true, were we to talk thus to the gay world, 
we ſhould be judged to ſpeak as barbarians. 
But you underſtand the language of the country 
to which you are going, and whicher « our r 
friend | is n little EN . 
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grand doftrines which he cchvored:: A by RE 
os. into his ſpirit. | 


. And firſt, let us "of A to the W 5 
ſcriprural doctrines, which he every where de- 


| hvered. There are many doctrines of a leſs | 


eſſential nature, with regard to which, even 
the ſincere children of Gop (ſuch is the preſent 


| weakneſs of human underſtanding I) are and 


have been divided for many ages. In theſe we 
* think and let think; we may © agree to 
<« diſagree.” But mean time let us hold faſt the 


eſſentials of the faith, which was once delivered 


to the ſaints; and which'this champion of God 
ſo ſtrongly der — at all times, and in all | 
PRs SIN 0 
2. His eee was, ave Go all | 
the glory of whatever is good in man. And 
inthe buſineſs of ſalvation, ſer Cnxisr as high, 
and man as low as poſſible. With this point, 
be and his friends at Oxford, the original 
Methodiſts (ſo called) ſet out. Their grand 
principle was, there is 0 power (by nature) 


and no merit in man. They inſiſted, All power 5 


to think, ſpeak, or act right, is in and from 
the Spirit of Car1sT : And all merit is (not in 


man, how high ſoever in grace, but merely) 
in the blood of Carisr. So he and they 


taught: There is no power in man, till it is 
given him from above, to do one good work, 


„ © SERMON en the 


to ſpeak one g word, or to form one good 
deſire. For it ir is not enough to ſay, all men 
_ are-ſick of fin No, we are all dzaD in treſpaſſes 
and. ſins. It follows, that all the children of 
men are by nature children of wrath.” We are 
all guilty before G ad, lable to death te ent 
and eternal. 
3. And we are all helpleſs both with 1 
to the power and to the guilt of ſin,  For.who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? None 
leſs. than the Almighty. Who can raiſe thoſe 
that are dead, ſpiritually dead in ſin? None 
but He who raiſed: us from the duſt of the 
earth, But on what conſideration will he do. 
this? Not for works of righteouſneſs that we. 
have done. The dead cannot praiſe thee, O Lord! 
Nor do any thing for the ſake of which they 
ſhould. be raiſed to life. Whatever therefore 
Gop does, he does it merely for the ſake of 
his well beloved Son: He was wounded for our 


tranſgreſſions, be was bruiſed for our miquities.. 


He himſelf bore all our fins in his own body upon 
the tree. He was delivered for our offences,” and 
roſe again for our juſtification. Here then is the 
ſole meritorious cauſe of every bleſſing we do 
or can enjoy: In particular of our pardon and 
acceptance with Gop, of our full and free juſ- 
tification. But by what means do we become 
5 intereſted i in what CHRIST. has done and ſuf- 


fered ? 
2D 
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 fered ? Not by works, let any man ſhould boaſt z 
but by faith alone. Ve conclude, ſays the apoſ- 
tle, that 4 man is juſtified by faith, without the 
Worts of the law. And. to a many. as. thus re- 


ceive Him, giveth he power to become the fons of 
Gd: Even 40 thoſe. that telieve in his name, 


2 el ee, 5 W 


Cad. 
4. "RAS N a man * e . "te 


cannot ſeẽ the kingdom of God. But all who are 


thus barn .of the Spirit, have the kingdom of Cod 
 within-them. Chriſt ſets up his Kingdom in 

-their; hearts 3 Righteouſneſs,” Peace, and, jay in 
ER Ghoſt. .. That mind is in them, <vbich 

was in, Chriſt Teſus, enabling them to walk as 

rift alſo walked. His: indwelling-Spirit makes 


Gr both holy in heart, and ho in all manner + 


of converſation. But ſtill ſeeing all chis is a free 


gift, Hauch he rightequſveſs and blood of 


7 He that ghrieth, tet lin gloryin the. 


tO, 2 
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| a ee doctrines Which he every Where 


inſiſted on. And may they not be ſummed up, 
a8 it were, in two words, The HOW birth, and 


cation by faith ? Theſe let us inſiſt upon 


places: e as of we mo ee 
. eee 
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thereto) and at all opportunities, in pap ite. 


Keep cloſe to theſe good, old, *unfaſhionable 
doctrines, how many ſoever Sitradiet' and 
blaſpheme. Go on, my brethren, f in the name 
of the Lord, and in the. power of Bis might. + 
With all care and diligence, keep that ſafe 
- which is committed to your truſt: Knowing that 
heaven and earth 2 paſs A. 5 ur 155 tot 
Ba not paſs away. | 

6. But will it be ſufficient, to irep dose to 
his DoFrines, how pure ſoever they are? Is 
here not a point of till greater importance 
than this, namely, to drink into his Spirit? 
Herein to be @ follower of him, even as he was 


F  Chrift ? Without this, the purity of our 
= would only increaſe our cond 


This therefore i is the panchSarthig:'to 
Sit after his ſpirit. ” And allowing that in 


ſome points, we muſt be content, to admire 
| What we cannot imitate; yet in many others 


we may, through the ſame free grace, be par- 
takers of the ſame bleſſing. Conſcious then 
of your own wants, and of his boutiteous love, 
who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, wy to 


Him that worketh all in all, for a'meafur 
the ſame precious faith: of the ſame zeal and 


activity, the ſame tender-heartednefs, charita- 


bleneſs, bowels of mercies. Wreſtle with Goo 
for ſome degree of the ſame grateful, friendly, 


6 * of the line openneſs, fim- 
l * 


* 
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Hicks. and'godly ſincerity, Love witbaut diſimu · 


lation Wr eſtle on, till the Power ſrom on high 


works in you the ſame ſteady courage and pa- 
tience And above all, becauſe it is the crown 


of all, the ſame invaciable integrity. 
7. Is there any other fruit of the grace 5 8 
Gop, with which he was eminently endowed, 
and the want of which among the children f 
| Go he frequently and paſſionately lamented? 
There is One, that is, Catholic love: That ſincere 
and tender affection, which i is due to all thoſe, 
who, we have reaſon to believe, are children of 
So by faith: In other words, all thoſe in 
every perſuaſion, who fear God and wark righ- 
Seouſneſs:, He longed to ſee all who had zafed t 
of the. good word, of a truly catholic ſpirit, (a 


word little underſtood and ſtill leſs experienced 


by many, who have it frequently in their 
maße Who i is he that anſwers this charac- 


ter? \ Who is a man of a catholic ſpirit : One 
who loves a as friends, as brethren in the Logon, 
as Joint partakers of the Preſent kingdom, of 


heaven, and fellow-heirs of his eternal king- 
dom, of whatever opinion, mode of wor- 
"Exe or congregation, who believe in the Loap 
Jesvs;. who love Gop and man who. rejoic- 
ing to pleaſe, and fearing to . 8 Gon, are 
careful to abſtain from evil, and zealous of 
good \ works. » He is a man of a truly catholic 
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heart: Who having an unſpeakable dere 


for their perſons, * earneſt deſire of their 
welfare, does not ceaſe to commend them to 


Gop in prayer, as well as to plead their cauſe 


beide meu: We ſpeaks comfortably to them, 


and labours by all his words, to ſtrengrhen their 
hands i in Gov. He aſſiſts them to the utter- 


moſt of his power, in all things, ſpiritual and 

temporal. He is ready to ſpend and to be ſpent 
for them; e 
N N 


8. How amiable a a character i is his 3 How 


4 defitable to every child of 'Gop But why is 
5 it then ſo rarely found? How is it, that there 


are ſo few inſtances of it? Indeed, fuppoſing 


He have taſted of the love of Gov, how can 
any of us reft, till it is our on? Why, there 


is a delicate device, whereby Satan perſuades 


thouſands, that they may ſtop ſhort of it, and 
yet be guiltleſs. It is well, if many here pre- 


ſent are not in this ſnare of the devil, taken cap- 
tive at his will, « O yes, fays one, T have all 


4 this love for thoſe I believe to be children of 
„ Gop. But I will never believe, he is A child 

5 « of God, who belongs to that vite congrega- 
. tion Can he, do you think, be a child of. 
«Gov, who holds ſuch deteftable | opinions ? || 
: F Or he that 3j Joins in ſuch ſenſeleſs oy ſuper- 


M — 


85 - ftitious, if not idolatr f 
r eee . 
cond ta ir! We excuſe: che want of lone l 

f ourſelves; by laying the blame on-others,, To 
colour our own deviliſh temper, we pronounce = 
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our brethren children of the devil. O beware 


of this! And if you are already taken in the 


ſnare, eſcape out of it as foon as poſſible. G0 5 


and learn that truly catholic lave; which is not 


raſh" or "haſty in judging * That love which 
thinketh no evil, which believeth- and Boperb all 


things: Which makes all the allowances: for 
others, that we deſire others ſhould make for 
Vs. Then we ſhall take knowledge of the grace 
2 9 God, which is in every man, whatever be 
bis opinion or mode of worthip. Then will all 
that fear God be near and dear unto 1 7 15 the | 
bowels, of Jeſus Chrift. : 


9. Was not this the ſpirir of o our dear friend? | 


"And why ſhould it not be ours? O thou Gop 


of love, how long ſhall thy people be a by- 
word among the heathen ? How long ſhall th 
laugh us to ſcorn, and ay, « See how theſe 
LA Chriſtians love one another? When wilt 
- thou roll away our reproach ? Shall the feord 
devour for ever? How long will it be, ere thou 
Bid thy people return from following each other ? 
Now at EO: let all the * tand fill, and 
Purſue © 


Ll 


% EAI o Othe. 1 
Phrſue 15 2 their brethren no more'! But e 
ever others do, let all of us, my brethren; hear 
the voice of him that being dead, yet ſpentetb? 
Suppoſe ye hear him ſay, Now at-leaſt, - be 
je followers of me as I was of Chriſt! Let 
4 brother no more lift up ſword againſt brother, 
<< neither know ye tuar any more !, Rather pute 
t en, t the elefF of God, bowels of | mercies, 
'<<. bumbleneſs of mind, brotherly kindneſs; gen- 
7 Heneſs, long-ſuſfering, forbearmg one another 
ec in love. | Let the time paſt ſuffice for ſtrife, 
* envy, contention; . fof biting and devouring 
4 one another. Bleſſed be Gov, that ye. have 
& not long ago been conſumed one of another ! 
From henceforth hold ye the unity of the 
< Fpirit in the band of peace. 
10. O Gov, with thee no word i is det | 
ble: Thou doſt whatſoever pleaſeth thee ! O 
chat thou wouldſt cauſe the mantle of thy pro- 
Phet, whom thou haſt taken up, now to fall upon 
us that remain l Where is the Lord God of Eli» | 
vab? Let his ſpirit reſt upon theſe thy ſervants! ! 
She w thou art the Gop that anſtvereſt fre! 
Let the fire of thy love fall on every heart! And 
becauſe we love thee, let us love one another 
with a love ftronger than death.. T, ake away from 


As all anger, and wwrath, and bitterneſs ; all cla- 
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upon us, that from this hour, we may be kind | 


ther, even as 5 God, Jr il, Jake, beth fe A” 
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be Is . The battle s fought, the race is won. 


And thou art crown'd at laſ t: 

Of all thy heart's V 
© Triumphantly poſſeſt, NT ES 1s e 
a by the miniſterial quire 
- he Toy * re 

II. „ 

* eadeſoendiog ls 125 „„ 
Thy ceaſeleſs prayer He heard, 


arts An bad thee ſuddenly remove, 5 


To thy complete reward: 
| Ready to bring the peace, 
Thy beauteous feet were mod, 


TT When mercy ſign'd thy ſoul's ak N 0 
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